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St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church 
2470 Wadsworth Blvd., Lakewood, CO 80214 

(303) 233-5000 – www.denverlutheran.com 

Member congregation of the 

 Church of the Lutheran Confession (CLC) 

Thomas Schuetze, pastor (303-428-5524) 

Larry Reed, president – Mike Sprengeler, SS Superintendent 

Ruth Greening, Suzannah Miller, Lisa Sprengeler, organists 

Pre-Service Devotion   Psalm 71 (pew bible, p.517) 

Order of Worship Tan Hymnal, p.12 

The Hymns 334:1-5, 332, 563, 334:6 

Scripture Lessons 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28, John 1:6-8,19-29 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 126 

Sermon Text – Isaiah 61:1-3,10-11 

ISAIAH PRESENTS  

GOD’S GREAT CHRISTMAS EXCHANGE 

1. We made Jesus what He is not. 

2. He made us what we were not. 

Offering of Our Hearts and Gifts 

Prayers and the Lord's Prayer 

Benediction and Closing Hymn (334, stanza 6) 

† † † 

A Warm Welcome in Christ to our Worship Guests. We’re glad for the 

opportunity to share with you the Gospel of forgiveness through Jesus! Please 

introduce yourself to the pastor and sign our guest book. We invite you to come 

worship with us again. If you would like to know more about St. Paul Evangelical 

Lutheran Church and our national organization, the Church of the Lutheran 

Confession, please speak with the pastor. He would be happy to call on you to 

share our confession and mission with you. 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURES 

First Lesson – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-28 

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 

God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. Do not put out the Spirit’s fire; do not treat 

prophecies with contempt. Test everything. Hold on to the good. Avoid every kind 

of evil. May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May 

your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The one who calls you is faithful and he will do it.  

Psalm for the Day – Psalm 126 

P When the Lord brought back the captives to Zion: 

C We were like men who dreamed.  

P Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. 

C Then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things for 

them.”  

P The Lord has done great things for us: 

C And we are filled with joy.  

P Restore our fortunes, O Lord: 

C Like streams in the Negev. 

P Those who sow in tears: 

C  Will reap with songs of joy. 

p He who goes out weeping, carrying seed to sow: 

C Will return with songs of joy, carrying sheaves with him.  

Second Lesson – John 1:6-8,19-29 

There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John.He came as a 

witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all men might believe. 

He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light ... Now this was 

John’s testimony when the Jews of Jerusalem sent priests and Levites to ask him 

who he was. He did not fail to confess, but confessed freely, “I am not the Christ.’” 

They asked him, “Then who are you? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 

the Prophet?” He answered, “No.” Finally they said, “Who are you? Give us an 

answer to take back to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” John 

replied in the words of Isaiah the prophet, “I am the voice of one calling in the 

desert, ‘Make straight the way for the Lord.’” Now some Pharisees who had been 

sent questioned him, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, 

nor the Prophet?” “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one 

you do not know. He is the one who comes after me, the thongs of whose sandals I 

am not worthy to untie.” This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the 

Jordan, where John was baptizing. The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him 

and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!  
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Sermon Text – Isaiah 61:1-3,10-11 

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, because the LORD has anointed me to 

preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, to 

proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to 

comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on 

them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of 

righteousness, a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor ... I delight 

greatly in the LORD; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with 

garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom 

adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as 

the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the 

Sovereign LORD will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. 

_________________ 

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 

VERSION®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan 

Publishing House. All rights reserved. 

+ + + + + 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today (12/17) 8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 9:30 am Worship Service 

 10:45 am Children's Christmas Eve Service Practice  

 2:30 pm Colorado Springs Worship Service 

Saturday (12/23) 10:00 am Children's Christmas Eve Service Practice 

Sunday (12/24) 8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 9:30 am Worship Service 

 6:30 pm Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

UPCOMING DECEMBER EVENTS 

• Christmas Day Festival Worship: Monday, Dec.25, 9:30 am 

• New Year's Eve Communion Service: Sunday, Dec.31, 9:30 am 

SERVING US AT GOD’S HOUSE DURING DECEMBER  

• Ushers: Mike Sprengeler 

• Elder: Don Claeys 

• Communion assistant: Wayne Ruegge 
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IN OUR PRAYERS: Kathy Souchek who is recovering from foot surgery performed 

last Friday ... Trish Hartmeister who is recovering at home from a heart attack ... 

Ed Chiappetti who is suffering from a back ailment ... Ruth Claeys who continues 

her recuperation from shoulder surgery. Gracious Savior, continue to provide 

healing of body and soul to Your people, made precious in Your sight through Your 

blood. 

THANKS TO ALL who prepared items for last Sunday’s Christmas potluck. The food 

was delicious! The Christmas caroling afterwards was delightful as well. “Come, 

Desire of nations, come, Fix in us Thy humble home; Oh, to all Thyself impart, 

Formed in each believing heart! Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-

born King!” 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE PRACTICE: This Saturday, December 23, from 

10:00 to 11:30 am. The children’s service is scheduled for next Sunday, December 

24, at 6:30 pm. 

+ + + + + 
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR HOME DEVOTIONS 

DECEMBER 18-23 

Mon Isaiah 56:1-8 While we treat others as God treats them—holding out a 

helping hand to social misfits and handicapped (1-2)—we allow them no excuses 

(3). All who humbly join themselves to the Lord, love the Lord, and hold fast to His 

Word are welcome to our assembly and to our worship (4-8). We want others to 

realize that God loves them enough to save them. That’s our Christmas message. 

Tues Luke 7:18-26 John’s purpose in life was to steer people to Jesus (18-20) so 

they could figure Him out for themselves. These men found that Jesus was indeed 

God incarnate, and by making them responsible to tell John, Jesus bolstered their 

young faith. The adage “The boy becomes a man when you give him a man’s 

responsibilities” proved true. 

Wed 2 Timothy 2:3-15 As the good soldier, the serious athlete, and the hard-

working farmer are tough on themselves for their own sakes (4-6), the servant of 

Jesus endures hardships for the sake of others (3, 9-10). God doesn’t short-change 

His messengers (11-13) when they nudge selfish bickering (14) into edifying study 

of God’s Word (15). Lord, make us sufficient for these things as Your servants! 

Thurs Psalm 22:22-31 The activity of praising is commingled with the contents of 

the praise (22-26), followed by the prediction that the Christmas gospel serves to 

spread God’s kingdom (27-28) from one generation to the next (30-31). “Little 

children, can you tell, Do you know the story well, Every girl and every boy, Why the 

angels sing for joy, On this Christmas morning?” “Yes, we know the story well . . .“ 

Fri John 1:9-13 Christmas lights are reflections of Jesus, for He was coming into 

the world as the true Light that enlightens everyone who ever gets enlightened. 

Many don’t open their eyes to God’s Christmas Light (10-11), but God wins some 

souls anyhow by pursuing them, winning them over, and adopting them as His dear 

children (12-13).  

Sat 1 John 3:1-3 Indeed, what manner of love it is which impelled God to send 

His Son into this dirty world, pick us out of the rubble, raise us up from our hovels, 

wash us clean, and put into our hearts His great Christmas gift! God’s superior 

love, mercy, and compassion are far beyond ordinary comprehension (1). And 

that’s just for starters, for it has not yet been revealed what we shall be because 

of God’s great love, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, 

for we shall see Him as He is. Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!
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