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Pre-Service Devotion   Psalm 89:1-8 (pew bible, p.528) 

Order of Worship Tan Hymnal, p.12 

The Hymns 375, 360, 359:1-3, 359:4 

Scripture Lessons 2 Samuel 7:8-16, Romans 16:25-27 

Psalm of the Day From Psalm 96 

Sermon Text – Luke 1:26-38 

A MIRACLE IS ABOUT TO HAPPEN! 

1. Announced by an angel. 

2. Promised for long ages.  3. Accepted by faith. 

Offering of Our Hearts and Gifts 

Prayers and the Lord's Prayer 

Benediction and Closing Hymn (359, stanza 4) 

† † † 

A Warm Welcome in Christ to our Worship Guests. We’re glad for the 

opportunity to share with you the Gospel of forgiveness through Jesus! 

Please introduce yourself to the pastor and sign our guest book. We invite 

you to come worship with us again. If you would like to know more about 

St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church and our national organization, the 

Church of the Lutheran Confession, please speak with the pastor. He would 

be happy to call on you to share our confession and mission with you. 
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TODAY’S SCRIPTURES 

First Lesson – 2 Samuel 7:1-5,8-16 

After the king was settled in his palace and the LORD had given him rest from all his 

enemies around him, he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am, living in a palace of 

cedar, while the ark of God remains in a tent.” Nathan replied to the king, “Whatever you 

have in mind, go ahead and do it, for the Lord is with you.” That night the word of the 

LORD came to Nathan, saying: “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the LORD 

says ... I took you from the pasture and from following the flock to be ruler over my 

people Israel. I have been with you wherever you have gone, and I have cut off all your 

enemies from before you. Now I will make your name great, like the names of the 

greatest men of the earth. And I will provide a place for my people Israel and will plant 

them so that they can have a home of their own and no longer be disturbed. Wicked 

people will not oppress them anymore, as they did at the beginning and have done ever 

since the time I appointed leaders over my people Israel. I will also give you rest from all 

your enemies. The LORD declares to you that the LORD himself will establish a house for 

you: When your days are over and you rest with your fathers, I will raise up your offspring 

to succeed you, who will come from your own body, and I will establish his kingdom. He is 

the one who will build a house for my Name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 

forever. I will be his father, and he will be my son. When he does wrong, I will punish him 

with the rod of men, with floggings inflicted by men. But my love will never be taken away 

from him, as I took it away from Saul, whom I removed from before you. Your house and 

your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.’” 

Psalm for the Day – From Psalm 96 

P Sing to the LORD, praise his name: 

C Proclaim his salvation day after day.  

P Declare his glory among the nations: 

C His marvelous deeds among all peoples.  

P Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness: 

C Tremble before him, all the earth.  

P Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad: 

C Let the sea resound, and all that is in it. 

P Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them: 

C Then all the trees of the forest will sing for joy. 

P For he comes to judge the world in righteousness: 

C And the peoples in his truth.  

Second Lesson – Romans 16:25-27 

Now to him who is able to establish you by my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus 

Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now 

revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal 

God, so that all nations might believe and obey him— to the only wise God be glory 

forever through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
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Sermon Text – Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in Galilee, to a virgin 

pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin’s name 

was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! The Lord 

is with you.” Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting 

this might be. But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favor with 

God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. 

He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 

throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom 

will never end.” “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” The angel 

answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will 

overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Elizabeth 

your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be barren is in 

her sixth month. For nothing is impossible with God.” “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 

answered. “May it be to me as you have said.” Then the angel left her. 

______________ 

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. 

+ + + 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today (12/24) 8:30 am Choir Rehearsal 

 9:30 am Worship Service 

 6:30 pm Children’s Christmas Eve Service 

Monday (12/25) 9:30 am Christmas Day Worship 

Sunday (12/31) 9:30 am New Year’s Eve Worship with Holy Communion 

SERVING US AT GOD’S HOUSE DURING DECEMBER  

• Ushers: Mike Sprengeler 

• Elder: Don Claeys 

• Communion assistant: Wayne Ruegge 

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: Tonight at 6:30! Our service theme this year is “Unto 

Us a Child is Born.” The choir will also sing. 

HOLY COMMUNION WILL BE CELEBRATED in the service next Sunday (New Year’s Eve). 

UPCOMING JANUARY EVENTS 

• Mary and Martha Ladies’ Meeting: Sunday, January 14 

• Annual Voters’ Meeting of the Congregation: Sunday, January 21 
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What hope! An Eden prophesied 

Where tame live with the wild; 

The lamb and lion side-by-side, 

Led by a little child! 

A shoot will sprout from Jesse's stem, 

A branch from David's line, 

A Prince of  Peace in Bethlehem: 

The fruit of  God's design. 

As banner of  God’s love unfurled, 

Christ came to suffer loss, 

That by His death a dying world 

Would rally to the cross. 

Come, Jesus, come, Messiah Lord, 

Lost paradise restore. 

Lead past the angel's flaming sword— 

Come, open heaven’s door. 

Acknowledgment

What Hope! An Eden Prophesied. Text: Lutheran Service Book #342. Text: © 1998 Stephen P. Starke; 

admin. Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. OneLicense.net A-724735.4
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DAILY BIBLE READINGS FOR HOME DEVOTIONS 

DECEMBER 25-30 

Mon Zechariah 6:12-15 This was a precious gem for exiles, for it reflected God’s 

glory in their dark days. God promised that they would not only see their homeland 

again, but they would be blessed by the BRANCH, a special Person who would build 

the temple of the LORD, bear the glory of God, and rule from His throne (12-13). The 

elaborate crown served as affidavit of God’s resplendent promise (15).  

Tues Luke 1:26-38 Although Mary knew God’s Word via Zechariah, she never 

dreamt God would use her to nurture the BRANCH (26-29), so Gabriel clarified things 

(30-33). The one item that puzzled her (34) was no obstacle to God (35)—as He had 

already proved with her cousin, for with God nothing will be impossible. Stay tuned. 

Wed 1 Peter 4:3-7 serves as backdrop for Christmas. When humanity had spent 

enough time stumbling in its sin-darkness, God’s great Light appeared, misinterpreted 

by many to their own harm but cherished by those whose hearts have become 

enlightened. Praise the Lord! 

Thurs Ezekiel 17:22-24 pictures our branch of the Kingdom of God as arising from a 

tender twig that God clipped from the old parent stock and transplanted atop Israel, 

where He made it grow, flourish, and reproduce to become a refuge for hatchling Jews 

and non-Jews. All other religions/trees shall know that Jehovah has His own protocol 

to serve His own purposes. We have God’s Word on it (24). 

Fri Luke 1:56-66 The ladies had a lot to talk over (56), and Elizabeth’s baby was the 

talk of the town (57-58). The father, however, couldn’t talk at all but had to write it 

out that God had already selected the boy’s name (63). Note: when his heart was 

filled with God’s goodness, God re-activated his vocal cords. Lord, fill our hearts and 

tune our voices! 

Sat 1 Timothy 3:16 Yes, it’s only a single verse, but it’s crammed full with most of 

the wonderful truths contained in the Second Article of the Apostolic Creed. Perhaps it 

was a creedal confession sung in the early Church—that God was embodied in the 

Babe of Bethlehem, who was approved by the Spirit at His baptism, who was watched 

over and served by angels during times of stress, whose saving mission in life was 

proclaimed by Baptizer John and others in Samaria, Galilee, and other districts, 

bringing many souls to believe on Him as the Savior of the world. When His work was 

finished, He left the world behind and was received up in glory. We thank You, Lord 

Jesus, for loving us so wonderfully; please keep it up during the coming New Year!
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